
 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES 

 
FAMILY COST PARTICIPATION PROGRAM GUIDE 

 
Welfare and Institutions Code Section 4783 implemented the Family Cost 
Participation Program (FCPP) on January 1, 2005. This law requires some 
families to share in the cost of Respite, Day Care, and Camping services.  No 
other services are affected.  
 
Only families that meet the following conditions are identified for FCPP 
participation: 
 

• The child has a developmental disability or is eligible for services 
under the California Early Intervention Services Act; 

• Children are ages 0 through 17 years old;  
• Children live at home; 
• Children are not Medi-Cal eligible; and 
• Family income is at or above 400% of the Federal Poverty Level 

Guidelines based upon family size. 
 

The share of cost for these services is called “family cost participation” (FCP).  
The Regional Center will pay its portion of the total cost for the service to the 
service provider and the family will pay their FCP amount directly to the service 
provider.   The Respite, Day Care, or Camping service providers cannot charge 
the family a higher rate for the service than the rate paid by the Regional Center.      
 
The Regional Center in your area will provide answers to questions about how 
the law impacts you specifically and help you to determine your family’s cost 
participation amount. 
 
If there is more than one minor child living in the parents’ home, or in a 24-hour 
out-of-home placement, who are not Medi-Cal eligible, and receiving services 
and supports paid for by the Regional Center, the family’s cost participation 
amount is adjusted as follows: 

• For two children, ages 0 through 17, the rate will be reduced by  
25 percent for each child living at home for Respite, Day Care, 
and Camping services. 



• For three children, ages 0 through 17, the rate will be reduced by 
50 percent for each child living at home for Respite, Day Care, 
and Camping services. 

• For four children, ages 0 through 17, the rate will be reduced by  
75 percent for each child living at home for Respite, Day Care, 
and Camping services. 

• For More than four children, ages 0 through 17, the family will not 
be required to participate in the program for Respite, Day Care, 
and Camping services.  

 
What To Expect From Your Regional Center 
 
Your Regional Center will:   

• notify you if you qualify under the FCPP guidelines. 
• notify you of the amounts you must pay based on the attached 

table. 
• ask you to provide proof of your gross annual income within ten 

(10) working days from the date you sign your child up to receive 
the service. 

• advise you of your family cost participation amount within ten (10) 
working days of the receipt of your completed paperwork. 

 
Things Parents Must Do: 
 
1) You will need to verify your gross annual income for the Regional Center.  This 
proof of income can include:  

• Copies of your W-2 Wage Earners Statement, or 
• Your payroll stubs, or 
• A copy of last year’s State income tax return, or other records, and 
• Proof of all your other income. 

You must give this information to the Regional Center within ten (10) working 
days from the date that you sign the completed IPP or IFSP.  If you do not 
provide this income information to the Regional Center, you may have to 
pay the maximum share of cost amount (100%) for the cost of the 
service(s). 
 
2) You must also: 

• Notify the Regional Center when your family income changes so 
 your cost participation amount may be adjusted.  
• Notify the Regional Center when the size of your family changes as 
 this may affect the amount of your cost participation.  
• Pay your cost participation amount directly to the Respite, Day Care, 

and/or Camping service provider. 
 

Family Cost Participation Assessment: 
 



Your family cost participation is the amount you must pay for services.  The 
family cost participation is figured on a sliding scale from ten (10) percent to  
100 percent, based on the number of persons living in the family home and your 
family’s income.  Your family’s income must be at 400 percent or more of the 
Federal Poverty Level Guidelines.  Please see the attached Family Cost 
Participation Assessment Schedule for more information.  
 
Calculating The FCP Amount: 
 
To calculate your family’s rate of participation you will need to know the number 
of persons living in the family home and your gross annual income.  You can get 
your income amounts from your most recent Federal or State income tax return, 
W-2 form, payroll stub, or other records.  Use the Family Cost Participation 
Assessment Schedule and do the following: 
 

1. Find the column for the number of persons living in the family home. 
 
2. Find the income amount closest to, but not more than, your total annual 

income. 
 

3. Read the line titled, “% FCP”, sideways to the left.  The number in the 
“% FCP” column is the percentage share of cost (FCP) that you must pay.   

 
4. Multiply the number of units/hours for Respite, Day Care, and Camping 

Services, as shown in the Regional Center IPP or IFSP, by the number in 
the “% FCP” column. This will give you the number of units/hours of 
service that you must pay for.  

 
(Each unit of service has a dollar cost. The unit of service that you pay for 
is your cost participation [FCP]. The Regional Center will pay the service 
provider the remainder of the cost, if applicable.) 

 
5. Your total annual FCP amount cannot exceed:  

 
a) $6,400 annually, if the child is age 0 through 6; 
b) $7,000 annually, if the child is age 7 through 12; and, 
c) $7,900 annually, if the child is age 13 through 17. 

  
Appeal Process: 
 
For parents of children birth to age three, the Early Start mediation and due 
process procedures will be used to resolve an error in calculation of the cost 
participation rate or to appeal an adjustment to the rate based on financial 
hardship.  For more information visit 
http://www.dds.ca.gov/Complaints/Complt_ESHR.cfm. 

http://www.dds.ca.gov/Complaints/Complt_ESHR.cfm


For parents of children ages three through 17, there are two appeal processes: 
one for an error and one for an adjustment to the rate requested by the family 
based on financial hardship.   First, if the parents believe there is an error in the 
amount calculated for their share of costs they may appeal within 30 days, in 
writing, to the regional center’s executive director.  If they are not satisfied with 
the executive director’s decision, they may appeal within 15 days to the Director 
of the Department of Developmental Services.  The second appeal process is for 
parents that request an FCPP adjustment from the regional center’s executive 
director based on financial hardship as described in California Code of 
Regulations section 50265 .  If parents wish to appeal the executive director’s 
decision on their adjustment, they may appeal within 15 days to the Director of 
the Department of Developmental Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 FAMILY COST PARTICIPATION ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE
 
Effective April 1, 2009
 

Number of Persons Living In The Family Home 
%FCP* 2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  

10% $58,280 $73,240 $88,200 $103,160 $118,120 $133,080 $148,040 $163,000 $177,960 
10% $61,194 $76,902 $92,610 $108,318 $124,026 $139,734 $155,442 $171,150 $186,858 
10% $64,108 $80,564 $97,020 $113,476 $129,932 $146,388 $162,844 $179,300 $195,756 
10% $67,022 $84,226 $101,430 $118,634 $135,838 $153,042 $170,246 $187,450 $204,654 
10% $69,936 $87,888 $105,840 $123,792 $141,744 $159,696 $177,648 $195,600 $213,552 
11% $72,850 $91,550 $110,250 $128,950 $147,650 $166,350 $185,050 $203,750 $222,450 
12% $75,764 $95,212 $114,660 $134,108 $153,556 $173,004 $192,452 $211,900 $231,348 
13% $78,678 $98,874 $119,070 $139,266 $159,462 $179,658 $199,854 $220,050 $240,246 
14% $81,592 $102,536 $123,480 $144,424 $165,368 $186,312 $207,256 $228,200 $249,144 
15% $84,506 $106,198 $127,890 $149,582 $171,274 $192,966 $214,658 $236,350 $258,042 
16% $87,420 $109,860 $132,300 $154,740 $177,180 $199,620 $222,060 $244,500 $266,940 
17% $90,334 $113,522 $136,710 $159,898 $183,086 $206,274 $229,462 $252,650 $275,838 
18% $93,248 $117,184 $141,120 $165,056 $188,992 $212,928 $236,864 $260,800 $284,736 
19% $96,162 $120,846 $145,530 $170,214 $194,898 $219,582 $244,266 $268,950 $293,634 
20% $99,076 $124,508 $149,940 $175,372 $200,804 $226,236 $251,668 $277,100 $302,532 
25% $101,990 $128,170 $154,350 $180,530 $206,710 $232,890 $259,070 $285,250 $311,430 
30% $104,904 $131,832 $158,760 $185,688 $212,616 $239,544 $266,472 $293,400 $320,328 
35% $107,818 $135,494 $163,170 $190,846 $218,522 $246,198 $273,874 $301,550 $329,226 
40% $110,732 $139,156 $167,580 $196,004 $224,428 $252,852 $281,276 $309,700 $338,124 
45% $113,646 $142,818 $171,990 $201,162 $230,334 $259,506 $288,678 $317,850 $347,022 
50% $116,560 $146,480 $176,400 $206,320 $236,240 $266,160 $296,080 $326,000 $355,920 
55% $119,474 $150,142 $180,810 $211,478 $242,146 $272,814 $303,482 $334,150 $364,818 
60% $122,388 $153,804 $185,220 $216,636 $248,052 $279,468 $310,884 $342,300 $373,716 
65% $125,302 $157,466 $189,630 $221,794 $253,958 $286,122 $318,286 $350,450 $382,614 
70% $128,216 $161,128 $194,040 $226,952 $259,864 $292,776 $325,688 $358,600 $391,512 
75% $131,130 $164,790 $198,450 $232,110 $265,770 $299,430 $333,090 $366,750 $400,410 
80% $134,044 $168,452 $202,860 $237,268 $271,676 $306,084 $340,492 $374,900 $409,308 
85% $136,958 $172,114 $207,270 $242,426 $277,582 $312,738 $347,894 $383,050 $418,206 
90% $139,872 $175,776 $211,680 $247,584 $283,488 $319,392 $355,296 $391,200 $427,104 
95% $142,786 $179,438 $216,090 $252,742 $289,394 $326,046 $362,698 $399,350 $436,002 
100% $145,700 $183,100 $220,500 $257,900 $295,300 $332,700 $370,100 $407,500 $444,900 

FPL % 
400% 
420% 
440% 
460% 
480% 
500% 
520% 
540% 
560% 
580% 
600% 
620% 
640% 
660% 
680% 
700% 
720% 
740% 
760% 
780% 
800% 
820% 
840% 
860% 
880% 
900% 
920% 
940% 
960% 
980% 

1000% 

FPL:2009 $14,570 $18,310 $22,050 $25,790 $29,530 $33,270 $37,010 $40,750 $44,490
Section 4685 (c)(6).)
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